Are there different determinants in the fight against corruption across developing countries? Why are some countries more effective at battling corruption than others? To investigate these concerns we examine the determinants of corruption-control throughout the conditional distribution of the fight against corruption using panel data from 46 African countries for the period 2002-2010. Our findings demonstrate that blanket corruption-control policies are unlikely to succeed equally across countries with different legal-traditions, religious-influences and political wills in the fight against corruption. Thus to be effective, corruption policies should be contingent on the prevailing levels of corruption-control and tailored differently across the best and worst corruption-fighting countries especially with respect to democracy, population growth and economic prosperity.
Introduction
Corruption remains one of the most daunting institutional challenges for majority of African countries. As supported by several studies and surveys, it is a major impediment to economic progress, social welfare, service delivery and good governance in the continent. In accordance with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA,2009, p.1) , it is estimated that in 2004, the continent lost more than $148 billion to corruption; approximately 25% of its Gross Domestic Product(GDP). More so, the African Development Bank (ADB,2006, p.7) suggests that 50% of tax revenue and $30 billion in aid for Africa ends up in corrupt pockets. In line with the UNECA(2005), corruption ranked as one of the three most serious national problems confronting African countries, the other two being unemployment and poverty.
Many African countries have enacted laws, adopted policy measures and established institutions in attempts to address the concern. Still corruption continues to be a lingering issue in governance and economic life. Though some consensus is gradually emerging on the determinants of corruption across countries, a number of aspects remain unsolved. Today policies in the fight against the scourge embraced by national governments and international organizations happen to be similar across countries. Yet the effectiveness of some of these measures remain ambiguous (Billger & Goel, 2009) . In the present paper we attempt to explain determinants in the fight against corruption. Its contribution to the literature is threefold. Disaggregation of the dataset into four homogenous panels, reflecting legal-origins(Commonlaw and Civil-law) and religious-influences(Christianity and Islam) could provide more targeted policy implications. Though studies have focused on legal and cultural determinants of corruption (La Porta et al.,1999) , to the best of our knowledge this is the first paper that examines these determinants when existing corruption levels matter. Thus by examining the determinants of corruption-control throughout the conditional distribution with particular emphasis on the best and worst fighters of corruption, policy measures could focus beyond legalorigins and religious-influences if determinants of corruption-control differ across the conditional distribution of the fight against corruption.
Data and Methodology

Data
We assess a panel of 46 countries with updated data (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) from African Development Indicators(ADI) of the World Bank(WB). To allow for more options in policy implications, the dataset is disaggregated into legal-origins(English common-law and French civil-law) and religious-influences(Christianity and Islam). The endogenous variable is the 'control of corruption' indicator; in line with the corruption literature (Billger & Goel,2009; Okada & Samreth,2012; Asongu,2012) . Five control variables are used: level of economic prosperity, population growth, democracy, regulation quality and government effectiveness.
These measures have been used collectively or separately in a significant bulk of the corruption literature (Bardhan,1997; Treisman,2000; Billger & Goel,2009 ).
Methodology
Borrowing from the literature (Billger & Goel ,2009) , to determine whether existing levels of corruption-control affect how various determinants in the battle against corruption come into play, we use Quantile Regression(QR). The θ th quantile estimator of the outcome variable is obtained by solving for the following optimization problem. 
where unique slope parameters are derived for each θ th quantile of interest. For the model in Eq.(2) the dependent variable i y is the corruption-control indicator while i x contains a constant parameter, GDP growth, population growth, democracy, regulation quality and government effectiveness. In comparison to OLS, the QR approach is more robust in the presence of outliers when the distribution of the dependent variable is a highly non-normal pattern (Okada & Samreth, 2012) . We also report results of Least Absolute Deviations(LAD) which correspond to the 0.5 th quantile.
Empirical results
Legal origins: Common-law and Civil-law countries
The findings presented in Table 1 
Religious-influences: Christian and Islamic countries
The findings presented in Table 2 
4.Conclusion
Our findings demonstrate that blanket corruption control policies are unlikely to succeed equally across countries with different legal-traditions, religious-influences and political wills in the fight against corruption. Thus to be effective, corruption policies should be contingent on the prevailing levels of corruption-control as we have elucidated above. As a policy implication, corruption-control initiatives should be tailored differently across the best and worst corruptionfighting countries especially with respect to democracy, population growth and economic prosperity. 
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